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Chose a different primary source than my brother paper please
From the primary sources below, choose one and write an informed, analytical response to it, using the knowledge and understanding of the colonial period of American history that you have developed thus far this semester.  Primary sources – that is, original, contemporaneous sources such as letters, diaries, court proceedings, account books, autobiographies, sermons, and so on – are the fundamental materials that historians use to try to describe and understand the past.  Like most human productions they are open to interpretation, which is why doing history – doing it well, in any case – is almost as much an act of the imagination as it is of simply compiling evidence.  I strongly recommend that you use the textbook – Nash et al., The American People – to help situate the documents in their historical context.
After a brief introduction of the circumstances of the document(s) – date, who and what the author was (if relevant), location in the colonies (if relevant), and a bare outline of what the document is about – your account should discuss how and why it is significant (all these sources are well known to historians of the period), what it says about the evolution of colonial society, the nature of the conflicts within that society, the biases of the author(s), and any other issues you consider relevant.
Bear in mind the admonition on the syllabus about academic dishonesty/
plagiarism.
Your paper should be at least 1000 words in length and printed double spaced.  Please leave one-inch margins on all sides of the paper, and use a font like Tahoma, Arial, or Candara in 14-point (to make it easier for me to read; you’re welcome to print on both sides of the paper).  A hard copy is due in class, Tuesday, October 23.
I will also ask you to post your paper to Turnitin (https://www.turnitin.com/).  I’ll send you a username and password for the class next week.
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Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson (1682)
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/851/851-h/851-h.htm or
http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/dept/history/lavender/rownarr.html
Long but eminently readable, and very rich and acute in its observations of colonist-Indian relations.
The Salem Witchcraft Papers: Verbatim Transcriptions of the Court Records
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/texts/tei/swp
I’m reluctant even to include this one, as some of you might jump down this rabbit hole and get lost for a while.  This is a vital part of a large online site devoted to the Salem witchcraft trials; the home page is here, http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html.  Use the material on the home page as context for court records; the records are what I want you to focus on.  By all means have a look at the maps and the scans of original documents to see if you can make out any of it.  I want you, however, to discuss the transcripts of documents, not any secondary commentary you find.
Hugh Jones, The Present State of Virginia (1724)
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6521
Here, Jones, a minister from England, describes the development of slave society in early eighteenth-century Virginia.
Gottlieb Mittelberger, “On the Misfortune of Indentured Servants” (1754)
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1601-1650/mittelberger/servan.htm
Should be self-explanatory.
